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Tool:  Where to find data on disability
Getting accurate figures and statistics on disability is difficult. This is due to the following reasons:

· use of different definitions and different understandings of disability

· low profile/ visibility / awareness of disability within statistics departments 

· lack of resources for conducting specific surveys

· lack of training of interviewers, etc.

There have been some attempts to address this lack of data on disability. Web resources link are listed at the end of the section.

The WHO will produce in the coming year a World Report on Disability, Rehabilitation and Inclusion which should begin to address to problem of poor data. 
Worldwide

· The United Nations, Statistics department is the main source of information so far.

· The World Bank and WHO (UN Washington Group on Disability Statistics) established an internationally comparable approach for measuring the general prevalence of disability, with the aim to guide the development of a small set or sets of general disability measures, suitable for use in censuses, sample based national surveys, or other statistical formats, for the primary purpose of informing policy on equalization of opportunities. 

The WHO and International Classification of functioning also compile data.
Per region / Continent

· The World Bank has a specific section focusing on disability. Each Country and region gathers data on disability. 

The Asian Development Bank compiled information, data and statistics during the Asian and Pacific Decade of disabled persons (1993-2003).
Per country

There is here no systematic data collection system. Sometimes, surveys are commissioned by donors; sometimes they are conducted by NGOs. They can be global or concern certain sectors.

For example:

· The European Commission funded a national survey of disability in Morocco. This survey was conducted within the framework of technical Assistance to the State Secretary in charge of the Family, Childhood and Persons with Disability.

· At national level, in 2005 the South African Department of Statistics conducted a report on Prevalence of Disability in South Africa
. At provincial level, socio-economic and demographic profiles also include disability statistics.

· In 2004 Save the Children conducted a situation analysis of HIV/AIDS and young people with disabilities in Rwanda and Uganda

· DPI (Disable People International) developed a directory of DPOs in the world
Development organisations, particularly those focussed on people in the poorest communities may be able to provide statistics and data at very local level.
Recap table

	UN and multilateral organisations
	UN

World Bank

WHO

	National governments
	Department of statistics

Ministry of Health

Ministry of social affairs

	DPOs
	DPI – disabled People International

	NGOs
	IDDC


Web resources links

· UN STATS http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/sconcerns/disability/default.htm and
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/disability/default.asp

· Washington Group on Disability Statistics http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/citygroup.htm
World Bank Disability section
http://www.worldbank.org/disability
· International Classification of Functioning: Disability and Health http://www3.who.int/icf/icftemplate.cfm
· Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons 1993–2003 http://www.unescap.org/decade/publications/z15009gl/z1500901.htm
· Disabled People International (DPI) and DPOs directory
· http://v1.dpi.org/lang-en/locations/national






� � HYPERLINK "http://www.statssa.gov.za" ��www.statssa.gov.za�


� Double burden - a situation analysis of HIV/AIDS and young people with disabilities in Rwanda and Uganda. By Dr Aisha Yousafzi and Karen Edwards, Centre for international child health, institute of child health, University College London. Published by Save the Children, 2004. Available on line.
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